
Our Shared Story







Volun –
TOLD?





Why
we 
do 

what
we 
do



The Origins Story



“Older persons 
are 

our greatest 
resource 
of energy, 
talent and 
wisdom.”



May 10, 1954



Membership
Relevance

Engagement
Build Community



Ethel Percy Andrus, Ph.D.



1881-1967

1st volunteer 
President

NRTA + AARP

Founding editor
NRTA Journal

Modern Maturity

“Dr.”
Maiden name



Born:  1881
San Francisco

Died: 1967
Long Beach, CA



Lucretia Duke

George



8. Purpose in Entering 
Institute ____________
Preparing for Teaching



“learned usefulness”



University of Chicago
Ph.B. (1903)

http://alumni
andfriends.u
chicago.edu
/site/c.mjJXJ
7MLIsE/b.47
73411/k.6D
FB/Alumni_
Award_winn
ers.htm

“Useful Citizen Award”



Lewis Faculty
(1903–1910)



Jane Addams
Hull Settlement House







“Our community is the place
where we can be most effective.”



“…Together, my teaching and 
my volunteer work 

made for me 
a very happy and 
wonderful life…”  

1962 Autobiography



Caregiver - 1910



November 25, 1910



General Jimmy DoolittleGov. Goodwin Knight





1916
California’s
1st woman 
high school 

principal 



East L.A.                           

1916-1944

28 years



Ervis Lester                                
103

“We were not a community; 
merely a neighborhood”



1926



“We didn’t know opportunity had red hair.”





“Eddie Simon, 
Winter ‘38 

Student Body 
President, confers with 
Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus, 

Principal”

CIVICS!





Lifelong Learning
“Dr.” Andrus

1928
M.A.

1930
Ph.D.

Univ. of S. CA



Diversity
+ 

Inclusion





“…AARP is a nongovernmental organization, 
nonpartisan and nonprofit, 

accepting all who qualify by age, regardless of 
sex, color, creed or previous state or country…” 



40 years:

Youth

20 years:

The 50+



1944:  Retired 
Mother’s caregiver





“...It was cold and drizzly when I arrived at 
the chicken house in which this old woman 
lived.  She had once been a teacher…
“She had only her $40-a-month to live on, 
and had to make do with that.  She dropped 
from her friends’ sight and memory…”



1947 – Age 66







1958 – Age 76



Strengths/Core Competencies

• Information + education

• Service / Volunteerism 

• Advocacy

• Member benefits + services

Why we do what we do









Built Community





Motto:  To Serve, Not To Be Served



“Our community is the place 
where we can be most effective.”



1960

Units / Districts



Sen. Estes Kefauver 
and 

Dr. Ethel Percy 
Andrus

High cost of Rx

Modern Maturity
Feb.-Mar. 1960

Advocacy





July 13, 1967







•Collective voice

•Collective purchasing power

•Collective purpose 
(ability to do good)



Partnership:  Volunteers + Staff



Teamwork!



Leadership
Y U



Desert Hot Springs 
Sentinel

August 13, 1959

“Older persons 
are 

our greatest 
resource 
of energy, 

talent 
and wisdom.”



NRTA Asks You

to

Belong        Be Strong

You Can’t Do It Alone!!




