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2023 K-12 Legislative Issues to Watch For



Union of 40,000 Teachers, Retirees and 
Support Professionals



Fund Our Schools Coalition



       

Agenda
➔ Recent K-12 Funding 

Budget

➔ Where VA K-12 
Funding Stands

➔ Staffing Shortages

➔ SOQs and Support Cap

➔ High-Need 
Schools/Students
 

➔ Efforts to Divert Public 
Funding 



Composition of State House?

52 Republicans

48 Democrats



Composition of State Senate?

19 Republicans

21 Democrats



Budget Showdown

➔ Targeted tax cuts = more K-12 $$

➔ More $$ for pay, high-poverty, 
infrastructure, support staff

➔ Major tax cuts = less K-12 $$

➔ $150m for Lab Schools

House Senate



       

Compromise Deal

➔ More targeted tax cuts

➔ Some $$ for high-poverty
 

➔ More infrastructure $$

➔ Full pay raise + support 
staff $$

➔ $100m for lab schools
 

➔ No English Learner $$



Where 
Virgina K-12 
Funding 
Stands



       

Pop Quiz

1. Out of all 50 states, where 
does Virginia rank for 
state per student funding 
(highest = 1st, 
lowest = 50th)?

a) 10th
b) 40th
c) 26th  



High 
Capacity, 
Low Effort

38 Montana $5,912

39 Louisiana $5,722

40 Virginia $5,668

41 Mississippi $5,404

42 Missouri $5,327

43 Oklahoma $5,217

44 Tennessee $5,165

45 Utah $5,153

46 Nebraska $4,897

47 Arizona $4,760

48 Texas $4,562

49 Florida $4,378

50 South Dakota $4,166

Per Pupil State 
Expenditures

2020-2021 School Year

BOTTOM
25%



       

Pop Quiz

2. Who pays the highest 
share of their income in 
state/local taxes in VA? 
a) Low income families
b) Middle income families
c) High income families
d) Top 1% of families 



Virginia’s Tax Code is Upside Down
Total State and Local Taxes in Virginia - Share of Family Income

Source: ITEP



VA Gets a “D” Grade for Funding Effort

Source: Education Law Center, 2021



Low Effort = 
Inadequate 
$$ for Some



Virginia EL 
Students 
are Diverse, 
Speak Many 
Languages, 
and Live 
Across the 
State

Staffing 
Shortages and 
Policy Solutions



Headlines



Teacher Vacancies Severe In Many 
Virginia School Divisions 

Source: VEA analysis of Exits and Positions Survey, VDOE. Data reflects October 1, 2021 reported division 
vacancies. Richmond City data excluded due to pending update. 



Teacher Vacancies Highest in Divisions with 
Most Student Need

Source: VEA analysis of Exits and Positions survey vancancy data from Oct. 1, 2021. Highest and lowest share 
determined by quintile (i.e. lowest share = lowest 20% of divisions)



Reasons 
Teachers Leave

➔ Low pay
 

➔ Not enough 
support

➔ Stress and 
burnout



Promises ≠ 
Guarantee



Virginia Continually Fails to Reach National 
Teacher Pay Average

Source: VEA Analysis of NEA Rankings and Estimates. Adjusted to 2021 dollars with CPI Consumer data
*NEA Estimate



Virginia Continually Fails to Reach National 
Teacher Pay Average

Source: Data from NEA Research, Rankings and Estimates
*NEA Estimate





Policy 
Solutions 
Ahead



Key Policy 
Solutions 

➔ Attracting/Recruiting 
Educators through 
competitive pay







Falling 
Short

➔ Advertising more

➔ Existing incentive grants - 
less than $7 million

➔ Watering down licensure 
standards



$1 million of Advertising Fully Inadequate



New Website = Wrong Direction 



New Website = Insulting to Profession 



Standards 
of Quality 
(SOQs)



Virginia Board of Education 



       

Prescribed SOQs 
→ VA Lawmakers

SOQ

→ 



Progress Made on SOQs



Progress Made on SOQs



       

Lift the 
Support Cap



       



Inadequate 
Support For 
Students 
Facing Most 
Barriers



Highest Need Schools Receive Less State and 
Local Funding

Source: VEA analysis of 2019-2020 VDOE accreditation and funding data. Adequacy study review by 2018 
Funding Gap report by Education Trust. 



Lack of Support for Virginia’s EL 
Students Puts Them Far Behind 
Nationally 

Source: The Commonwealth Institute analysis of public 
high school 4-year adjusted cohort graduation rate via 
EDFacts for school year 2018-19 and 8th grade reading 
scores on the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress; states with measurable data



Current EL Staffing Spending and More Adequate 
State Supplements



Key Policy 
Solutions 
for 
High-Need 
Schools

➔ Increase At-Risk Add On
 

➔ Increase Funding for EL Students

➔ Community Schools Models 



Efforts to Divert 
Public School $$



What Can 
Advocates 
Do?



What Can Advocates Do?
Call or email your lawmaker: 
whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/

Fact Sheets on Tons of Policy Issues
 vea.link/factsheets 

https://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/


Get Involved! 

Sign Up for Alerts
→ FundOurSchoolsVA.org
→ VEAnea.org

https://www.facebook.com
/fundourschoolsva

Learn more @ www.fundourschoolsva.org

http://www.fundourschoolsva.org


Your Questions 
& Comments

@VEA4Kids                           /VirginiaEducationAssociation

Chad Stewart, cstewart@veanea.org


